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(7)   In   section   eleven   of   the   Elementary
Kducation Act,  1876 (which relates to school
attendance),   for   the   words   " there   is   not
within two  miles "  there shall be substituted
the words  " there is not within such distance
as may be prescribed by the byelaws."*

(8)  Nothing in this section shall  affect the
provisions of the Elementary Education (Blind
and Deaf Children) Act, 1893, or the Elementary
Education  (Defective  and  Epileptic  Children)
Acts, 1899 to 1914, relating to the attendance
at school of the children to whom those Acts
apply/

i Instruction of the kind mentioned in this subsection
is often given off the school premises (e.g., in a handicraft
or cookery centre). This provision makes it clear
that the authority may require children to attend from
a non-provided school.

It has been argued that sub-section 6 would apply to
a Central School, to which older scholars are transferred
for the whole of their schooling, so that the managers of
the non-provided schools which they had previously
attended could claim to follow them into the provided
Central School iu order to give them religious instruction,
or in the alternative could claim that the scholars should
be released and allowed to go back to the non-provided
school for the purpose. While there would be something
to be said on the score of convenience for providing all
Central Schools directly through the authority and
giving a right of entry for religious teaching, it is con-
ceived that it would be illegal. Central Schools will,
for the present at any rate, be elementary schools, and the
enactments forbidding denominational teaching in a
provided school will apply to them. Sec. 6 speaks of
attendance at a " class " for the purpose of " practical
or special instruction or demonstration/* and it would
be straining the wordvS to hold that those words applied
to a Central School, attended by the Scholars full time
and for all branches of the curriculum ditring some years
of his school life.